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Dear South Range Community,

continue to grow as a staff and district.

A demanding but extremely productive
school year has drawn to a close. This has
been a very good school year for the
South Range School District Family!
Congratulations to the Class of 2016 as
they received their diplomas during
commencement exercises on May 28,
2016. We wish the very best to our latest
alumni and thank the class for their
contributions to the school district and
community.

We also pursued initiatives designed to
enhance opportunities for our students
including before and after care program,
restoring elementary music for 2016/2017 The positive fiscal balance has enabled
and the implementation of core teams
the district to restore the full time
relative to strategic planning.
elementary music position for the
2016/2017 school year. As we prepare
To better engage community, we have
for the 2016/2017 school year, a number
worked hard to build stronger
of programming needs will be discussed
communications with our community
and considered over the next several
leaders and others to advocate in support
months as we begin the process of
of strategies to increase student
strategic planning for the present and
achievement and sustainable funding for
future needs of our district.
schools. In addition, we strove to
enhance our communication with the
January 5, 2016 witnessed the installation
business community, support
of two (2) new board members, Mr. John
organizations and our parents.
Kuhns and Mr. Corey Yoakam. Mrs. Amy
White was also re-elected and was given
Across the district, we’ve worked on
the oath of office during the
improving efficiency and reducing
organizational meeting. Mr. Ralph Wince
costs. The Treasurer’s office was able to
and Mr. Dale Murray round out a great
refinance the 2007 bonds for the
board of education whom deeply care
construction of the K-12 Complex and will
about students, staff and our community.
save the district $1.7 million in scheduled
bond payments over the next nineteen
The Ohio Department of Education (ODE)
(19) years. Statewide Open Enrollment
released the District and Building Report
has steadily increased over the past three Card for 2014/2015 this spring. Our
years and the 2016/2017 school year is no Performance Index (PI) results ranked in
exception. We will welcome
the top 20% in the state and
approximately three hundred (300) open demonstrated that our students are
enrollment students in grades K-12 for the achieving at high levels.

As our students launch into summer
break, it is customary to finalize planning
for the 2016/2017 school year. Despite
planning for the new school year it is also
fitting to take a moment or two to reflect
on how far we have come and where we
are headed.
This past year we set our sights on some
challenging board of education goals in
the areas of student achievement and
college and career readiness, program
restoration, resource management,
strategic planning and community
engagement. In spite of the challenges of
capacity classes, fewer supports and
reduced services, we have focused on
what matters most—ensuring our
students are learning and that we

start of the new school year. The increase
in student enrollment has permitted the
district to forecast a positive ending
balance for the next three years.

Cont...

Superintendent’s Message
The overall progress (value added) of our
students’ achievement has also improved
in all categories as defined by the ODE. It
is important to note that the 2015/2016
report card will be released in September
2016. Performance measures,
achievement component, progress
component, graduation rate component,
gap closing component, K-3 literacy
component and prepared for success
components will be included in this
upcoming report card. All the information
relative to the 2014/2015 district report
card can be accessed on the ODE site at
education.ohio.gov.
School safety is also a vital piece to the
teaching and learning process. Each and
every year the district staff and students
prepare and practice for a variety of
incidences that could potentially happen
on any school campus. The purpose of the
South Range Local Schools Emergency
Operations Plan (School EOP) is to provide
information on how to respond to
emergency incidents by outlining the
responsibilities and duties of South Range
Local Schools and its employees. This plan
has been customized to meet the specific
and unique needs, capabilities and
circumstances found at our school. Our
safety committee meets frequently and
continuously updates our district wide
plan. The key component to our safety
plan is to communicate the plan to our
students and staff and practice their
interoperable skills through drills and
exercises to ensure the strategies in place
provide for an effective crisis response
and collaborative recovery.
We will continue our K-12 visitor
management system by utilizing the
Raptor system. The system instantly
screens out registered sex offenders from
the campus while manages custody issues,

visitors, students, faculty and volunteers.
Visitors wishing to access the K-12
Complex will be asked to scan their
driver’s license prior to gaining entry into
the complex. In addition, all staff
members will be wearing photo
identification badges effective for the
2016/2017 school year as a means of
identifying all individuals in the K-12
complex.

welcome addition to our school complex
and was funded in part by the 2007 bond
issue. Ground was broken on June 3rd to
install a new artificial turf surface for
athletic teams, band members and
students to utilize. This improvement is
the first of four phases of construction.
The next three (3) improvements will be
done in phases as funds become available.
Phases of construction will include
bleachers, band shell, scoreboard, lighting,
A capital fund raising campaign committee
plaza entrance, ticket booths, parking,
led by many caring community members
concessions and restrooms.
was organized last year and has been
actively involved in securing the necessary This initiative will not use any board of
funds to construct a new athletic complex. education funds/tax dollars to complete
The capital fund raising committee has
the necessary phases of construction.
worked closely with the board of
The South Range Athletic Boosters and the
education to gain approval for
South Range Schools Foundation have
improvements to the Rominger Sports
contributed to making Phase I a reality.
Complex and has been involved in the
The turf project is anticipated to be
schematic design, development and the
complete by the start of the 2016/2017
first phase of the construction project. As school year. Many thanks to both
many are aware, the complex currently
organizations and those individuals that
has an eight lane all- weather track and a have contributed to the organizations who
grass competition athletic field for soccer helped to make this project possible.
and middle school football. The
In closing, a sincere thanks to the parents,
infrastructure to support spectators is
community members and support
extremely limited and improvements are
organizations that continue to do amazing
necessary to accommodate varsity events.
things for our students, staff, school
The ultimate goal is to construct a stadium
district and community in terms of
at the complex to accommodate
volunteering their time, energy and
interscholastic middle school and high
resources to help make our school district
school sports, as well as band shows and
and surrounding communities a better
music events. This facility will be a great
place.
resource for the entire South Range
As always, I am available to answer any
Community to utilize.
questions or listen to any concerns, ideas
Those passing by The Rominger Sports
or thoughts that will benefit our school
Complex may have noticed two significant
district. Thanks for making the 2015/2016
construction projects taking place over the
school year a “Great Year to be a Raider.”
past several months. The first project was
the construction of our 2,500 square foot Sincerely,
bus garage. The addition of the bus
Dennis J. Dunham
garage will enable our staff to service our
Superintendent
bus fleet on site. The bus garage is a

Finance
$ Financial Outlook for South Range Schools $
Mr. Jim Phillips, Treasurer/CFO South Range Schools
YEAR END BALANCES:
The South Range Local School District’s five year forecast is showing positive year-end balances through
Fiscal Year 2019 (FY19). There is a relatively small deficit in FY20 of $128,740 given the current assumptions
listed in the “Assumptions” section of the forecast. The forecast can be accessed on the Ohio Department of
Education website, the Auditor of the State of Ohio website or in the South Range BOE office.
The five year forecast is a snapshot in time given the current operational costs and current funding
instruments. Because Ohio law prohibits school districts from actually operating with a deficit, we know that
we would have to take action to reduce expenses so that the $128,740 deficit does not happen in 2020. In
schools that have taken all the cost reduction steps that South Range has taken in the past five or six years,
programing curricular and/or extracurricular activities would be the primary method to reduce expenditures.
There have been no new general operating levies at South Range Schools since 2004, and there are no plans
at this time to ask for additional tax dollars. A time will eventually come when South Range constituents
will have to make a choice between program reductions or additional support.
The relatively strong financial forecast is a result of significant cost reductions over the past several years
coupled with open enrollment revenue generation since FY14.

REVENUE vs. EXPENDITURES:
Line 6.010 of the South Range Five Year Forecast illustrates that South Range will be spending more than it
brings in beginning in FY18 given the current assumptions. When this happens, the Board must decide how
to increase revenue or decrease expenditures going forward because its carryover balances (savings account
of sorts) will eventually be depleted. This is a function of how Ohio has designed its school funding system. It
also explains why many school districts put levies on the ballot every three to five years, and why prior to
2004, South Range put levies on every eight years on average. When the economic crisis of 2008 lingered on
and the district experienced repeated levy failures, the Board decided to fund the district with open
enrollment revenue. While this method should allow South Range to operate for the next four or five years,
it would not be correct to assume the district could continue its excellence indefinitely without additional
support.
Cont...

Accountability

Finance
STRENGTHS, WEAKNESSES, OPPORTUNITIES and THREATS:
South Range Schools has had a reputation of excellence for decades and its excellence is a source of
strength in securing financial support. Our main financial support comes from property taxes, state
foundation, and open enrollment. Whether attracting students to open enroll into the district, or asking
constituents to support its schools via taxes, educational excellence creates a desire to attend South
Range Schools for students residing in neighboring districts, and pride residents have in maintaining their
school’s excellence. Open enrollment revenue will save South Range tax payers an estimated $1,750,000,
or 9.2 mills in FY17. Excellence pays.
A weakness found in many if not most Ohio school districts in today’s world is demographics. In the
1960’s and 1970’s, many more Ohio families had children and many of those had more than two children.
A shifting economy resulted in an increase in young families moving out of Ohio in pursuit of jobs. When
there is not a majority of residents who have a direct interest in educating our children, less willingness to
financially support their schools can result.
An opportunity to keep South Range Schools excellent for the next generation does exist. It will take a
combination of both residential and open enrollment support. With strong schools, residents maintain
strong property values which result in higher personal wealth value which permits a myriad of financial
benefit to South Range residents. The schools remain attractive to non-resident students who bring in
additional funding which significantly decreases the level of support needed from residents. It is truly a
win/win proposition.
The primary threat to South Range School’s financial health is the State Foundation. A line item on the
State Foundation formula called the guarantee (line N, School Finance Payment Report [SFPR]) has been a
past target of Governor Kasich. South Range is on the guarantee for $698,165 as of the June 3, 2016
Foundation report.
The Ohio legislature prevented Governor Kasich from implementing his desired elimination of the
guarantee in the eleventh hour of the budget bill negotiations under which we are currently being
financed. Should the Governor continue this strategy for the next biennium beginning 7/1/2017, South
Range Schools could lose more than a half million dollars of State support.
In conclusion, we are happy to report an overall strong financial position today and for the foreseeable
future given our current forecast and the accompanying reasonable assumptions.
Visit http://fyf.oecn.k12.oh.us/ to see the five year forecast on ODE’s website.
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South Range Elementary School



99% of our 3rd grade students met the Ohio Department of Education
requirements for the 3rd Grade Guarantee.



South Range Elementary was selected by the United Way to again host
the Success By 6 pre-K summer school program for our new kindergarten
students.



Our PTO raised around $20,000 for our students between the 33rd annual
PTO Auction and the 1st annual Spring Fling.



Nathan and Collin Engle were both Principal for the Day and had Lunch
with the Principal from the PTO Auction.



4th grade Leaders completed several leadership projects throughout our
elementary such as participating in Operation Evergreen where we
collected donations to send 7 Christmas trees overseas for our troops and
organized our Random Acts of Kindness.



This was the 1st year that our elementary ran our own South Range
Before and After Care.



This was the 1st year our PTO organized the Color-A-Thon Color Run and
Walk.

Thankful Poem

South Range Middle School








Middle School Students competing and placing in the YSU English Festival were Genesis Johnson (1st Place, Ranga Riot),
Harley Novak (2nd Place, Not So Trivial Pursuit), Olivia Rhodehamel (HM, Writing Games) and Jillian Strecansky, Hannah
Humphries and Addie Flowers (HM, Impromptu).
Mr. Casi sponsored an Earth Day poster contest. The winners were: Hannah Humphries - 1st Place, Julie Centofanti - 2nd
Place, and Addie Flowers, Christian Fitch, Emily Protain, Ben Dreiling - 3rd Place.
Seven SRMS students qualified to participate in the Power of the Pen State Championship held at the College of Wooster.
Julie Centofanti, Emily Protain, Harley Novak, and Greta Graffius attended the Youngstown State University Women in Science
and Engineering Career Day. The event was established to expose young women in grades 6-12 to career opportunities in
science and technology.
Isaac Allegretto, an 8th grade student at SRMS, qualified to compete in the state level competition of the National Geographic
Bee after winning the school-level competition. The 7th grade Power of the Pen team placed 2nd at the District Tournament
in January.
Our 5th grade students participated in a reading challenge hoping to read more than 2,500 books throughout the year. By
the end of the 15-16 school year, the fifth graders had read more than 3,600 books!



Several 7th and 8th grade students participated in the Ohio Music Education Association’s District V Solo and Ensemble event.



An extremely successful athletics year was highlighted by ITCL Championships in Football, 8th Grade Boys Basketball and 7th
Grade Boys Basketball.
Experimenting at MCCTC

Newly elected class officers
in Washington D.C.

Power of the Pen

5th Grade Reading Goal-Mr.
Szolek with purple hair

Fall Pep Rally

Team Work

South Range High School
Speech & Debate State
Champion-Holly Toy
Boys Soccer State Runners– Up

Raider Regatta

The Rock

Girls Swim Team

Girls Softball State Runners-Up


Graduation





All Shook Up
Jazz Band Performing at Southern
Park Mall





Over $1.1 million in scholarships and grants were
awarded to the Class of 2016. 84.6% of graduating
class enrolling into 2 or 4 year institution. 3.6%
enlisting in one of the military branches.
SRHS boy’s soccer, volleyball, boy’s golf, girl’s
basketball, boy’s track and softball were Inter-Tri
County League Champions.
SRHS Speech and Debate team qualified 7
students in 5 categories to participate in the
National Tournament that will be in Salt Lake City,
Utah on June 12-17.
Our boy’s soccer team on November 14th, and
our girl’s softball team on June 4th became the
first athletic programs in school history to
compete in a State Championship game.
In 2015, South Range students taking the ACT
scored an average of 23.4 which is significantly
higher than the state average of 22.
2015 Spring testing results reported on the new
End of Course Exams:
ELA1- 96.6% scored a 3 or higher
Algebra 1- 82.9% scored a 3 or higher
Geometry- 99.9% scored a 3 or higher
Physical Science- 89.8% scored a 3 or higher

Updated Immunization Requirements

Instruction/Student Services
Curriculum and Instruction
As the 2015-16 school year comes to a close, a new chapter for state assessments
has begun again. American Institute for Research is Ohio’s new state test vendor
replacing last year’s PARCC state assessments. In addition to new tests, students
also experienced taking the assessments online. No paper and pencil tests were
administered at any level. In order to prepare for online testing, staff worked
diligently to prepare students by utilizing technology throughout their teaching
practices. At the high school level, we are one step closer to a complete phase-out of
the Ohio Graduation Tests. Students graduating in 2018 and beyond will need to
accumulate points through a series of end-of-course exams in place of the OGTs. We
are awaiting the results of these assessments as we plan for the 2016-17 school
year. We are also hopeful of a more timely State Report Card release.

Student Services
The Individuals with Disabilities Education
Improvement Act of 2004 (IDEA) requires
each state to have in place a State
Performance Plan (SPP). This plan
describes and evaluates the state's
efforts to implement the requirements of
IDEA. The SPP includes annual targets for
20 indicators identified by the Office of
Special Education Programs at the U.S.
Department of Education.
The Office for Exceptional Children (OEC)
annually develops a Special Education
Profile for each district, displaying the
district's performance on SPP indicators.
In order to support districts’ ongoing
efforts to improve results for children
with disabilities, these indicators have
been organized into four essential
questions to help guide continuous
improvement:
ESSENTIAL QUESTION 1 - ARE YOUNG
CHILDREN WITH DISABILITIES ENTERING
KINDERGARTEN READY TO LEARN?

ESSENTIAL QUESTION 2 - ARE CHILDREN
WITH DISABILITIES ACHIEVING AT HIGH
LEVELS?

Search for Children with Disabilities
As a local school district, we have the responsibility to
identify and evaluate all children with disabilities. A
preschool child, between the ages of 3-5, is defined as
having a disability if she/he has a documented deficit in one
or more of the following areas: communication skills,
hearing, motor functioning, social-emotional/behavior
difficulties, or vision impairment. For school age children
ages 5-21, a child may quality for special services if he/she
has a disability in one or more of the following areas:
autism, developmental handicap, behavioral/emotional,
speech/language, multi-disabilities, specific learning
disabilities, traumatic brain injury, health or orthopedic
impairment, or vision/hearing disabilities.
Early observation and records help an evaluation team find
appropriate programs and services prior to the child
entering school. If you have a child 21 years of age or
younger who has, or is suspected of having a disability,
please return this form to:
Shari Lewis
11300 Columbiana-Canfield Rd. Suite H
Canfield, OH 44406

ESSENTIAL QUESTION 3- ARE YOUTH
WITH DISABILITIES PREPARED FOR LIFE,
WORK AND POSTSECONDARY
EDUCATION?

Child’s name
_________________________________________________
Birth date
_________________________________________________

ESSENTIAL QUESTION 4 - DOES THE
DISTRICT IMPLEMENT IDEA TO IMPROVE
SERVICES AND RESULTS FOR CHILDREN
WITH DISABILITIES?

Parent/Guardian

The profile is also designed to inform you
of any findings of noncompliance based
on the performance and the required
activities that must be completed for the
district to demonstrate compliance with
IDEA.

Phone____________________________________________

I am very happy to report that in all
areas, South Range has no corrective
action for the twenty indicators
measured. Intervention specialists meet
the needs of students ensuring high
quality education for all.

Accountability

_________________________________________________
Address
_________________________________________________
_________________________________________________
_________________________________________________

Description of concern(s)
_________________________________________________
_________________________________________________
Preschool/Agencies serving child
_________________________________________________
_________________________________________________
_________________________________________________

Mrs. Shari Lewis
Director of Curriculum & Student
Services

Departments
Food Services introduced new fruit smoothies
this year during lunch time which were a big hit
among many students. Some of the flavors being
peanut butter banana, strawberry, and mixed
berry! The cafeteria is looking forward to the
2016/2017 school year and introducing new
breakfast, lunch, and a la cart items for sale, so
be on the lookout this fall! -Miss Kaitlyn Pizzola,
Food Services Director

The Technology Department
helped students and staff
embrace Chrome technology for
instructional support, classroom
activities, and state standardized
testing this school year. –Mr.
Dean Pagnotta, Director of
Technology and Maintenance

What’s New?

Maintenance continues to
adopt technology for task
management and
environmental controls. –Mr.
Dean Pagnotta, Director of
Technology and Maintenance

Transportation is excited to
announce the completion of
the on campus bus garage, located
next to the Board of Education
Office. We will now be able to work
on our buses on site and out of the
weather. The bus garage was built
with funds that were set aside for
this project provided by the 2007
Bond Issue. –Mr. Jim Terry, Director
of Transportation

“Raider Kitchen caters
many classroom parties,
and special events, such as
the Senior Breakfast.”
-Kaitlyn Pizzola, Food Services
Director

Directory

Buildings

Board of Education Members
Ralph Wince; rwince@southrange.org
Dale Murray; dmurray@southrange.org
Amy White; awhite@southrange.org
John Kuhns; jkuhns@southrange.org
Corey Yoakam; cyoakam@southrange.org
Superintendent
Dennis J. Dunham
330-549-5226
ddunham@southrange.org
Treasurer
James Phillips
330-549-5745
jphillips@southrange.org
South Range High School
Steve Rohan, Principal
330-549-2163
srohan@southrange.org
South Range Middle School
Dan Szolek, Principal
330-549-4071
dszolek@southrange.org
South Range Elementary School
Steve Matos, Principal
330-549-5578
smatos@southrange.org
Director of Technology & Maintenance
Dean Pagnotta
330-549-2163
dpagnotta@southrange.org
Director of Curriculum & Special Education
Shari Lewis
330-549-2163
slewis@southrange.org
Director of Transportation
Jim Terry
330-549-4086
jterry@southrange.org
Director of Food Services
Kaitlyn Pizzola
330-549-4070
kpizzola@southrange.org
School Psychologist
Elaine Brancaccio
330-549-5578
ebrancaccio@southrange.org

Board of Education
11300 Columbiana Canfield Rd. Suite B
Canfield, OH 44406
Phone: 330-549-5226
Fax: 330-549-4740

South Range High School
11300 Columbiana Canfield Rd. Suite H
Canfield, OH 44406
Phone: 330-549-2163
Fax: 330-549-4083

South Range Middle School
11300 Columbiana Canfield Rd. Suite M
Canfield, OH 44406
Phone: 330-549-4071
Fax: 330-549-4073

South Range Elementary School
11300 Columbiana Canfield Rd. Suite E
Canfield, OH 44406
Phone: 330-549-5578
Fax: 330-549-3430

South Range Sports Complex
A Facility for Our Community
South Range Stadium Project is a privately funded community based project where no
general fund tax dollars will be used for improvements to the stadium.

Project Phases

Join Our Team
Please consider contributing to this
important project for our students and
community. Donors will be recognized in
the following way:

Phase I– Field Turf
Phase II– Bleachers &
Scoreboard

Donor Recognition Wall: Located at the
stadium entrance, this wall will honor our
donors of $250 or more.

Phase III– Lighting,
Restrooms,
Infrastructure
Phase IV– Locker
Rooms, Band Shell,
Concessions, Parking
Why is there a need for a new stadium
Memorial Field was dedicated in 1955 in
North Lima, and South Range athletes
have been playing on the field since 1970.
The structures at the facility are aging and
are costly to replace. The maintenance
costs associated with the natural field,
along with the concessions, bleachers and
lighting exceed $25,000 annually.
Is it an issue that the stadium is not
located on the K-12 Campus?
Yes. The current location creates a
disconnect to a culture that promotes
community among our students, parents
and fans. Our student athletes and band
members have not had what we would
consider a “home” game since moving to
the K-12 Complex. For each game,
equipment, instruments and participants
travel to North Lima rather than
remaining at the K-12 Complex for the
activity.
Who can I contact if I have questions?
South Range Athletic Boosters
SAB@southrange.org
Dr. Don DeChellis-Capital Fundraising Committee
Chair at 330-549-5226

1. Check one of these support options:
______Patron: $25-$249
______Burgundy: $250
______Gold: $500

Are there other reasons for
building a new stadium?

______300 Club: $1,000**

Yes. Sporting and music events are
important social gatherings and a
new stadium will enhance those
experiences and add a sense of
pride to our Raider community. An
updated facility will help our
students to remain competitive and
may attract parents and students to
the school district. It could also be a
source of revenue by serving as a
site for various tournaments and
playoff games.

______Raider: $5,000

How will the new field and stadium
be used?
This facility will support all South
Range students and bring Raider
country together. All athletic teams
will be able to use the field and track
for practice and competition. The
band will also have the opportunity
to rehearse on the field. Physical
education classes can have class
outside while using the facilities.
Community members and youth
organizations will have the
opportunity to use the facility and
have a place to call home.

______Platinum: $3,000

2. Print your name as you would like it to
appear (Note: 50-character limit for recognition

wall. If you do not want to be recognized, please
mark accordingly.)

______Keep my donation anonymous
3. Enter your information (not for
publication)

____________________________
Name
________________________________________
Address
________________________________________
City
State
Zip

________________________________________
Email
________________________________________
Phone

4. Checks are payable to: South Range
Athletic Boosters, and can be mailed to:
11300 Columbiana-Canfield Rd. Canfield,
Ohio 44406.
**$1,000 donations will be applied to the
overall costs of Phase I of the project
Donations for $5,000 or more please
contact Dr. Don DeChellis, Capital
Fundraising Chair at 330-549-5226
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Save the Date!
Sunday, July 31st – Raider Kick Off Family Picnic

7-12 Student Athletes & 9-12 SRHS Band Members
6:00 pm– 8:00 pm
South Range K-12 Complex
Join us to kick off the 2016/2017 school year and sports seasons!

